Grade 4 Sample Test Prompt

Voice

We dl have things that we believe are exciting. Think of something you have done

that was exciting to you. It might be winning a ball game, getting a new pet, or
riding a bike.

Write a story about atime when you felt excited.

Y our essay should
e Haveabeginning, middle, and end.
e Describe the exciting experience.

e Include details about the experience.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

VOICE

6

The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic, purpose
and audience. The writer seems deeply committed to the topic,
and there is an exceptional sense of “writing to be read.” The
writing is expressive, engaging, or sincere. Thewriting is
characterized by

e aneffective level of closenessto or distance from the
audience (e.g., anarrative should have a strong personal
voice, while an expository piece may require extensive use
of outside resources and a more academic voice;
nevertheless, both should be engaging, lively, or
interesting. Technical writing may require greater
distance.).

e anexceptionally strong sense of audience; the writer seems
to be aware of the reader and of how to communicate the
message most effectively. The reader may discern the
writer behind the words and feel a sense of interaction.

e asensethat the topic has cometo life; when appropriate,
the writing may show originality, liveliness, honesty,
conviction, excitement, humor, or suspense.

5

The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic,
purpose, and audience. The writer seems committed to the
topic, and there is a sense of “writing to be read.” The writing
isexpressive, engaging or sincere. Thewriting is
characterized by

e anappropriate level of closenessto or distance from the
audience (e.g., anarrative should have a strong personal
voice while an expository piece may require extensive
use of outside resources and a more academic voice;
nevertheless, both should be engaging, lively or
interesting. Technical writing may require greater
distance.).

e astrong sense of audience; the writer scemsto be aware
of the reader and of how to communicate the message
most effectively. The reader may discern the writer
behind the words and feel a sense of interaction.

e asensethat the topic has come to life; when appropriate,
the writing may show originality, liveliness, honesty,
conviction, excitement, humor, or suspense.

4

A voiceis present. The writer demonstrates commitment to
the topic, and there may be a sense of “writing to be read.” In
places, thewriting is expressive, engaging, or sincere. The
writing is characterized by

e aquestionable or inconsistent level of closenessto or
distance from the audience.

e asense of audience; the writer seems to be aware of the
reader but has not consistently employed an appropriate
voice. Thereader may glimpse the writer behind the
words and feel a sense of interaction in places.

e liveliness, sincerity, or humor when appropriate;
however, at times the writing may be either
inappropriately casual or personal, or inappropriately
formal and stiff.

3

The writer’s commitment to the topic seems inconsistent. A
sense of the writer may emerge at times; however, the voiceis
either inappropriately persona or inappropriately impersonal .
The writing is characterized by

e alimited sense of audience; the writer’s awareness of the
reader is unclear.

e anoccasional sense of the writer behind the words;
however, the voice may shift or disappear aline or two
later and the writing become somewhat mechanical.

e alimited ability to shift to a more objective voice when
necessary.

2

The writing provides little sense of involvement or

commitment. Thereis no evidence that the writer has chosen

asuitable voice. Thewriting is characterized by

e little engagement of the writer; the writing tends to be
largely flat, lifeless, stiff, or mechanical.

e avoicethatislikely to be overly informal and personal.

e alack of audience awareness; thereis little sense of
"writing to be read."

e little or no hint of the writer behind the words. Thereis
rarely a sense of interaction between reader and writer.

1

The writing seems to lack a sense of involvement or

commitment. Thewriting is characterized by

e  no engagement of the writer; the writing isflat and
lifeless.

e alack of audience awareness; there is no sense of
“writing to be read.”

e no hint of the writer behind the words. Thereisno sense
of interaction between writer and reader; the writing does
not involve or engage the reader.
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Writing

Grade 4 Writing Voice — Score Point 1
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Score point 1 — Thereis no engagement of the writer; the writing isflat

and lifeless. Thereis no hint of the writer behind the words. “I had a
birthday” does not involve the reader.
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Grade 4 Writing Voice — Score Point 2

Writing

FINAL COPY
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Scor e point 2 — The writing provides little sense of involvement
or commitment. The writing tends to be largely flat, stiff, and
mechanical . The writer lists events with no emotion.

Page 4 Go On .
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Grade 4 Writing Voice — Score Point 3

Writing

FINAL COPY
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| Scorepoint 3 — A sense of the writer may emerge at times: “I bought (|
him a little blue sweater.” “He is brown only brown.” Thereisa
limited sense of audience. The writer’s repetition of “I was so
[ excited” and “l was so happy” shows unclear awareness of the

audience. —
Page 4 Go On .
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Grade 4 Writing Voice — Score Point 4

Writing

FINAL COPY
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I Score point 4 — The writer demonstrates commitment to the topic, and
| there may be a sense of *writing to be read .” In places, the writing is B
P4 expressive, engaging, and sincere. The use of dialogue brings the paper >
tolife.
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Grade 4 Writing Voice — Score Point 5A

Writing
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Grade 4 Writing Voice — Score Point 5B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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| Scorepoint 5 - The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic
— and audience. The writing is sincere and expressive. The reader I
|| discerns the writer behind the words: “..I1 got mad(e) but instead of H
| waisting it on the referee, | wasited one the ball.”

Page 5 @

Arizona Department of Education Page 8 of 10 January 2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 4 Sample Test Writing Prompt



Grade 4 Writing Voice — Score Point 6A

Writing

FINAL COPY
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Grade 4 Writing Voice — Score Point 6B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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| Score point 6 — The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic,
1 purpose, and audience, with an exceptional sense of “writing to be read.” [
The play-by-play description gives a sense that the topic has cometo life. |—
p| Thewriter seemsto be aware of the reader and of how to communicate @

the message most effectively. The writing is expressive and engaging :

“Everybody screamed with dyelight.” *“...Gonzo comes under and
Boink!”
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